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\vliole is carefully covered with rich Turkey
carpets, excepting only a small space before the
great altar,
In a small recess on the left, is shown the
sanctuary of St. James, thought to be on the
spot on which he was beheaded j and this is
ornamented with sculpture in white marblf, with
massy silver lamps, and gilding, and painting, pro-
ducing altogether a surprising richness of effect.
The door which leads to this, is, however, still
more beautiful, and is composed entirely of tor-
toise-shell, mother-of-pearl, gold, and silver, all
so exquisitely inlaid and intermixed with each
other, that one knows not whether most to ad*
mire the costliness of the materials, or the sur-
prising skill of the workmanship*
The three altars which front the door of en-
trance, and stand at the northern end of the
church, are all as splendid as wealth and profu-
fusion could make them, Their loftiness alone
produces the most imposing impression; and
the massy vessels, and crosses, and mitres, and
candlesticks of gold and silver, with here and
there the introduction of flowers, and gems, and
precious stones, remind one of the splendour of
Hiram and Solomon, in the building and furni-
ture of the great Temple, which was dedicated
to the God of Israel not far from this same spot,
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